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Parent Information

Who are our EAL/D learners?

EAL/D students are those whose first language is a language or dialect other than English and who require
additional support to assist them to develop proficiency in Standard Australian English (SAE). These students
may include:

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Immigrants to Australia and temporary
Islander backgrounds  visa holders from non-English speaking
Students with
Maori or Pacific Islander Students with a
backgrounds " refugee background

Australian citizens or
residents returning from
abroad having lived for

extended periods of time in
countries where their
schooling was not in English

Students of Australian
South Seaislander ..~
background

Chilqren born in Australia of
migrant heritage where Children of deaf adults who use
English is not spoken at home Auslan as their first language

International students from
non-English speaking countries

Not all students from these backgrounds will require additional support to meet the curriculum
expectations for their age cohort.

Our school is rich in linguistic diversity from Local Aboriginal dialects to
International languages with over 40 valued and spoken.

We need to understand your student's language skills as a foundation
for their literacy development and engagement with the curriculum.

Our school uses the Bandscales to:
e Inform how much support they need
e Decision on classes and subject pathways

e Record and monitor progress

WHAT ARE BANDSCALES?

Our school uses Bandscales State Schools (Queensland) to assess the language progress of EAL/D students as they acquire

Standard Australian English (SAE) in the Australian School context.

They describe observable behaviours which are indicative of typical second language acquisition and development.
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This assessment tool measures language development for teachers to report on Bandscales levels for parents and school
administrators and record Bandscales in OneSchool in Queensland state schools.

Level 1-2 Level 3-4 Level 5-6
New to SAE 3-5 years of learning SAE 5-7 years of learning SAE
Intensive Support Focused Support Differentiated Support

BICS
Basic Interpersonal
Communication Skills
- conversational, social, everyday
language
- fluency takes 1-3 years
- often includes a ‘silent period’

LALP

Cognitive Academic Language

Proficiency
- school, textbook, academic lang
- takes a minimum of five yearsto | )
develop even an intermediate )
fluency; takes a whole lifetime tc | - L ‘
develop fully e




